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Report on the COD Summer Conference or 
"A Respite at the Santa Ana Pueblo" by Debra Meadows 

This year's biannual College of the Santa Ana Pueblo home. A tribal Fe and Albuquerque added to the endless 
Diplomates conference held at the Hyatt flutist played a lovely welcoming song choices for excitement. It was fun to run 
Tamaya Resort in New Mexico on August and the head of the tribal gaming council into fellow diplomates in the relaxed set­
2-4, was informative endodontically as welcomed us with a Native American ting. 
well as culturally. The two speakers were blessing. Jerry Westenhaver, the general Friday morning came all too soon and 
Drs. Markus Haapasalo and Richard manager of Tamaya resort gave us some Dr. Haapasalo finished his portion of the 
Schwartz. The conference was held in a background information on the resort and program, "Persistent Infections". Then 
unique setting this year. The resort is sit- how it came to be situated on tribal lands. Dr. Richard Schwartz from San Antonio 
uated on 500 acres of Native American Dr. Fred Goodman, president of the spoke after the morning break. His lec­
land with spectacular views of the majes- COD opened the meeting by welcoming ture was titled, "Everything an 
tic Sandia Mountains and the Rio Grande. us and introducing Dr. Harold Goodis, the Endodontist needs to know about restora-
It is the largest resort ever developed on program coordinator. AAE President, Dr. ti ve dentistry but is afraid to ask". He 
Native American land and their ancient John Olmstead was in attendance and spoke mainly from his personal experi­
cultural heritage permeates the air. With gave us some information on the state of ence and "studies" done in his private 
such great speakers and such a rich set- the AAE. Then our first lecturer, Dr. endodontic practice. He was even confi­
ting, the mood was set for a wonderful Haapasalo began his talk titled, "It's all dent enough to discuss implants with a 
time. about Infections ....almost". roomful of endodontists! We had some 

After checking into the resort on Dr. Haapasalo started his discussion lively discussion and then were dismissed 
Wednesday, we met for the welcome on resorptions and encouraged participa- to enjoy the afternoon and evening on our 
reception and barbeque. We dined on tion from the audience. He kept us inter- own. 
Southwestern-style cuisine while listening ested with his excellent multi-media pres- Saturday morning Dr. Schwartz con-
to the music of "South by Southwest". As entation and his jokes, including his tinued his program, which included 
the sun began to set, we connected with wife's favorite shopping spots in nearby restoration of endodontically treated teeth. 
old friends. We enjoyed the lovely out- Santa Fe. Thursday- morning ended and He and Dr. Hasspasalo stayed for ques­
of-doors until the moon rose over the we all went to plan our afternoon activi- tions and that ended the lecture part of the 
Sandia Mountains. It was a great start for ties after visiting the sponsor's booths. program. Saturday evening we had a 
the conference. The Tamaya Resort offered us fine closing reception and dinner. Many cou-

Early Thursday morning, we met for dining, golfing, hiking, horseback riding, pIes danced away the night to music by 
breakfast and were ushered into class for hot air balloon rides and even Native "Hot Biscuit". The conference was a 
a cultural welcome by the tribe that calls American breadmaking (pass the jam, great success and a good time was had by 

please!). The surrounding areas of Santa all. 

(L-R) Drs. Fred Goodman, Marcus Haapasalo, Richard Schwartz 
and Harold Goodis 

(L-R) Drs. Fred Goodman; Richard Schwartz, John Olmstead, 
Marcus Haapasalo and Harold Goodis 
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Dr. Charles Bertolami 
Dean at UCSF School of Dentistry 

2006 Grossman Luncheon 


